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SUBJ: HONG KONG NCNA REPRESENTATIVE GIVES UNEXCITED VIEW OF 
PRC CAMPAIGN 

1 . ON MARCH 3 I HAD A RATHER REVEALING TALK WITH LOCAL 
HONG KONG NCNA DEPUTY DIRECTOR LI CHU-SHENG, REVEALING 
BECAUSE OF THE UPBEAT RELAXED PRESENTATION. LI WENT INTO 
GREAT DETAIL TO PORTRAY THE CURRENT DEBATE IN CHINA AS 
A RATIONAL ACTIVITY, CHARACTERIZING IT AS A "NORMAL PROCESS" 
OF THE CHINESE POLITICAL SYSTEM AND ONE WHICH SHOULD NOT 
SURPRISE OUTSIDERS. LI STRESSED THAT THE UNIVERSITITES 
WERE THE MAJOR FOCAL POINT OF DISCUSSION SINCE THE UNI 
VERSITIES WERE THE PLACES WHERE THE ISSUES WERE MOST RELE- 
VANT AND WHERE THE VIGOROUS YOUNG COULD BE EXPECTED TO 
EXERCISE THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS TO PUT UP BIG CHARACTER 
POSTERS AND ENGAGE IN DEBATE. 
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2. LI EVEN SUGGESTED THAT THERE COULD BE OTHERS WHO HOLD 
VIEWS OPPOSING THOSE MOST PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED IN THE MEDIA 
BUT, AT LEAST FOR THE TIME BEING, THEY WERE NOT GETTING PUB- 
LICITY. HOWEVER, THEY HAD THE SAME PRIVILEGES AS THE CURRENT 
ACTIVISTS AND MIGHT BE HEARD FROM LATER. ANYWAY, THERE WAS 
GENERAL CALM IN CHINA OVER THE CAMPAIGN AND HE HOPED THAT 
PEKING DIPLOMATIC OBSERVERS WERE REPORTING THIS. I SAID THIS 
WAS MY IMPRESSION FROM REPORTS BY OUR MISSION THERE. 

3. LI THOUGHT THAT IT WAS CERTAINLY TIME FOR THE FIFTH FIVE- 
YEAR PLAN TO BE ANNOUNCED AND MAINTAINED THAT THE REAL ISSUES 
CENTER ON THE PLAN AND WHO LEADS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN 
GENERAL. HE WOULD NOT COMMENT ON THE POSSIBLE FATE OF TENG 
HSIAO-PING AND SAID THAT HE HAD NO IDEA HOW LONG THE CURRENT 
CAMPAIGN WOULD LAST. CASUALLY USING THE CHINESE FOR "WHO KNOWS?" 
NEVERTHELESS, IT WAS NOT A NEW CULTURAL REVOLUTION, INSTEAD 

THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION ACCORDING TO MAO WAS ONLY A PART OF 
A CONTINUING PROCESS AND CRITICISM AND DEBATE WERE ESSENTIAL 
TO THE PROCESS. 

4. COMMENT: LI, THE SECOND-RANKED MAN IN PEKING'S NCNA 
SET-UP HERE, IS THE VIRTUAL TOP MAN GIVEN THE FRAIL HEALTH 
OF NCNA DIRECTOR LIANG WEI-LIN. LI'S DELIBERATELY UNCON- 
CERNED APPROACH AND BLAND EXPOSITION WAS IN MARKED CONTRAST 
TO THE QUITE APPARENT ANXIETY OF HIS INTERPRETER AND COMPANION 
LI JOH-HO, AN UNAPPEALING, HARD-LINING YOUNG MAN WHO WAS 
NERVOUS THROUGHOUT THE CONVERSATION AND WHO FINALLY SUCCEEDED 
IN LEADING HIS BOSS AWAY. WHAT JOH-HO WAS WORRIED ABOUT 

IS UNCLEAR,. IT MAY HAVE BEEN THAT THE YOUNGER 

MAN DID NOT LIKE TO SEE A MAJOR ATTACK ON REVISIONISM AND 

"CAPITALIST ROADERS" REDUCED TO A ROUTINE POLITICAL PROCEDURE 

BY THE OLDER GENERATION. IN THAT CASE, BOTH GENTLEMEN MAY HAVE 

BEEN DISPLAYING GENERATIONAL ATTITUDES COMMON IN CHINA THESE 

DAYS. 
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